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Executive Summary

e The national RAPID Programme is now clearly
focused on seven strategic themes. Community
Safety Is one of the themes launched at the National
Conference in January, 2008. These themes will
enable RAPID Kilkenny to undertake our work more
effectively by re-focusing and re-utilizing our time
and our commitment to the programme. This sub-
group will re-evaluate and re-focus work leading to
clearer, focused involvement and delivery at local
level. This strategy promotes a high level of local
ownership which will lead to effective implementation
and achievability of our strategies and our actions.




Mission, Vision and Values
Statement

e That each individual and community has a
right to live their life in a pleasant, safe
environment, have right of access to
necessary services, facilities and
opportunities and to be supported in the
fulfillment of their reasonable aspirations and
potential, to adhere to Agenda 21 principles
focusing on promoting sustainable
development




Underlying Principles of Community
Safety Strategic Theme Sub Group

e Better Service delivery ~to improve service delivery and
filling the gaps identified in existing service provision

e Community Participation ~ to involve community in
development of all plans and all actions

e Service integration ~to improve the co-ordination of services
to service users ~ to identify existing services and how they can
best interlink

e New Investment ~ to identify new projects and funding for
projects based on local need

e Leadership ~ Gardai will take a lead role in implementing the
plan through the chairing of this sub-group
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Community Safety ~ Kilkenny

e Community safety is a complex issue. It is an outcome rather
than a service, although it is strongly influenced by the quality
of service delivery. Community safety relates to people’s sense
of personal security and to their feelings of ease in the places
that they live, work or spend leisure time. It affects how people
value their neighbourhood, and is a major part of what makes a
neighbourhood a good or a bad place to live. Improving
community safety is the responsibility of a number of local
agencies, in particular the local authority, the gardai and local
residents.This sub-group has identified the following priority
objectives in consultation with local residents to tackle the issue
of Community Safety in each RAPID Area of Kilkenny.




Objectives

1. To create environments on estates through partnership where
people feel safe and protected and are free from harassment
and Anti-Social behaviour.

2. To Encourage community participation in taking ownership of
the enhancement of their estates and keeping them clean safe
and aesthetically pleasing

3. To Involve Youth Groups to take pride in their estates, through
education and awareness programmes and organised
activities for young people

4. To identify causes of anti-social behaviour and address the
needs of young people living in RAPID Neighbourhoods

5. To identify vulnerable people living in RAPID communities,
address their needs and fears in order to improve their quality
of life
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